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Report No. 
ES12008 

London Borough of Bromley 
 

PART 1 - PUBLIC 
 
  

 

   

Decision Maker: Environment Portfolio Holder 
 
For Pre-decision Scrutiny by the Environment PDS 
Committee on  

Date:  18th January 2012 

Decision Type: Non-Urgent Executive Non-Key 

Title: SOUTHEND ROAD LOCAL SAFETY SCHEME  
 

Contact Officer: Joe Burbidge, Traffic Engineer 
Tel:  020 8313 4544   E-mail:  fjoe.burbidge@bromley.gov.uk 

Chief Officer: Nigel Davies, Director of Environmental Services 

Ward: Copers Cope 

 
1. Reason for report 

1.1 This report outlines proposals to amend the junctions of Southend Road with Foxgrove Road 
and Brackley Road. 

1.2 Southend Road has featured for several years as a location with a higher number of injury 
accidents than average for such a road. There is a history of accidents at the junction with 
Foxgrove Road and there is also a problem with vehicles speeding along Southend Road.   

________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. RECOMMENDATION(S) 

 That the Portfolio Holder agrees to the following proposal: 
 
2.1 The remedial measures as outlined in the second option are installed at the junction of 

Southend Road, Foxgrove Road and Park Road. 
 
2.2 A mini roundabout be installed at the junction with Brackley Road as well as a zebra 

crossing to the north of the junction. 
 
2.3 Authority to make any minor modifications which may arise as a result of any 

considerations be delegated to the Director of Environmental Services, in consultation 
with the Environment Portfolio Holder. 
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Corporate Policy 
 

1. Policy Status: Existing policy.        
 

2. BBB Priority: Quality Environment.       
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Financial 
 

1. Cost of proposal: Estimated cost 50k for the measures at the Southend Road junction with 
Foxgrove Road and Park Road and £30k for the measures at the Southend Road junction with 
Brackley Road 

 

2. Ongoing costs: N/A.       
 

3. Budget head/performance centre: TFL LIP funding for casualty reduction at individual locations 
and school travel planning activities 

 

4. Total current budget for this head: £175k of which there is an uncommitted budget of £70k and 
£135k of which there is an uncomitted balance of £105k 

 

5. Source of funding: Transport for London. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Staff 
 

1. Number of staff (current and additional): 2   
 

2. If from existing staff resources, number of staff hours: 50   
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Legal 
 

1. Legal Requirement: Non-statutory - Government guidance. Government guidance. 
 

2. Call-in: Call-in is applicable       
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Customer Impact 
 

1. Estimated number of users/beneficiaries (current and projected): Approximately 15,000 vehicles 
a day use Southend Road  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ward Councillor Views 
 

1. Have Ward Councillors been asked for comments?  Yes.  
 

2. Summary of Ward Councillors comments:  Cllr Tickner supports the need to take action, but 
would prefer a roundabout at the junction with Foxgrove Road. 
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3 COMMENTARY 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 Southend Road (A2015) is a heavily used road that runs between Beckenham Hill Road and 

High Street, Beckenham. The road is subject to a 30mph speed limit and is street lit. 
 
3.2 Southend Road junction with Foxgrove Road and Park Road was highlighted in the Borough’s 

annual review of accident hotspots.  Complaints have also been received about both congestion 
and, ironically, speeding on Southend Road. In 2009 there were four personal injury collisions 
(PICs) at the junction of Southend Road, Foxgrove Road and Park Road, including one involving 
serious injuries, and in 2010 there were three, including one serious.  

 
PROPOSED SCHEMES 

 
Southend Road j/w Foxgrove Road 

 
3.3 Two remedial options were investigated at the Southend Road junction with Foxgrove Road and 

Park Road. The first was the installation of a four arm mini-roundabout (shown in drawing 
number 196891-OS-311). The Department for Transport good practice guidance advises that 
four arm mini-roundabouts should not be used at busy junctions because they can create 
additional conflicts that did not previously exist.  They define busy as 500 vehicles per hour and 
Southend Road more than exceeds this figure during both the am and pm peaks.  The 
independent road safety audit highlighted a number of concerns including a lack of visibility, 
inadequate deflection on the roundabout and complicated manoeuvres.  There were also 
concerns expressed about the proposed exit from Beckenham Place Park that could lead to side 
swipe accidents. 

 
3.4 The second option investigated incorporated a series of smaller measures including the 

installation of high friction surfacing on the approaches to the junction, yellow backed warning 
signs on the approaches to the junction, as well as some additional and refurbished carriageway 
markings (see drawing 196891-OS-311a).   

 
3.5 The second option has a lower cost and also a better first year rate of return than the four arm 

mini-roundabout (261% compared with 167%) and this is the option that officers recommend is 
progressed. 

 
Southend Road j/w Brackley Road 

 
3.6 Once it was made clear that we were to investigate a local safety scheme at the Southend Road 

junction with Forxgrove Road and Park Road a Ward Member also requested that we investigate 
some engineering measures at the Southend Road junction with Brackley Road.  We have 
carried out some traffic modelling at the location and this has revealed that a mini-roundabout 
would not cause additional delay at this location.  A mini-roundabout would also have the effect 
of reducing speed along Southend Road, which was part of the initial brief, and would also 
improve safety at this junction with Brackley Road, where injury collisions have previously 
occurred (three in 2010). 

 
3.7 As the school crossing patrol may cease to operate at this location from April 2012 we have 

incorporated a zebra crossing into the design to the north of the mini-roundabout.  There are 
several schools in the area and this location is well used as a crossing point by pupils of these 
schools.  There are also a number of elderly residents living in an adjacent block of flats who 
would also benefit from the introduction of a better crossing facility here.  These proposals are 
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shown in drawing number ESD-11000-1.   
 
Other Locations 

 
3.8 A Ward Member also requested that we consider mini roundabouts at the junction with Southend 

Road with Copers Cope Road / The Avenue and at the entrance to Waitrose supermarket from 
Southend Road (currently a signalised junction).  Due to Transport for London’s moratorium on 
traffic signal works either side of the Olympics it would not be possible to make alterations to the 
signalised junction at the entrance to Waitrose.  Given the proximity of these two junctions the 
most sensible approach would be to investigate any possible changes to them together after the 
moratorium has been lifted. 

 
3.9 Speeding in Copers Cope Road has also been identified by Members as an issue and we are 

proposing to look at the possibility of engineering measures at its junctions with Lawn Road, 
Bridge Road and Park Road in the next financial year. 

 
4 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 Building a Better Bromley 2020 Vision: 
“Many residents and local businesses are concerned about congestion, leading to 
extended journey times and insufficient parking provision. There are opportunities to work 
in partnership to make a real impact on reducing unnecessary car journeys. We also need 
to maintain our progress in improving road safety.” 

 
4.2 Building a Better Bromley 20/12 Priorities: 

 „Quality Environment: seek to reduce traffic congestion‟ 

 „Continue to take effective action to improve road safety and reduce accidents‟ 
 
5 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 The cost to implement the measures detailed in this report is estimated at approximately £80k. 

5.2 The cost are to be met from the TfL funding for Casualty Reduction – Individual Locations, which 
currently has an uncommitted balance of £70k and from the TfL funding for School Travel 
Planning Activities which currently has an uncommitted balance of £105k. 

 

Non-Applicable Sections: Legal and personnel implications 

Background Documents: 
(Access via Contact Officer) 

 

 


